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A OMessage gromaut Regens. CoiOfficor

It has become apparent to me that Court #2690
Donna, our editor, is led by the
spirit in creating this labor of love. Regent

Janice Almeida
janice.maggiel@gmail.com

She shared with me the theme for
this issue is “Light,” and that very
thought has been at the epicenter
of my heart. As many of you may be
aware, our court funded a meal for
about 100 prisoners and/or Kolbe
team members at the Torres Unit in
Hondo, Texas. We cooked the meal,

Vice Regent
Kimberley Goodman
kimberley.goodman@icloud.com

Recording Secretary

Clare Smith
drove out there, and were able to cksmith81980@yahoo.com
serve the prisoners. Little did | know Regent Janice Almeida
how God would use that Photo courtesy of Financial Secretary
opportunity to bless me. | shared Janice Almeida. Debbie Noack
with the prisoners, before | came dayn1152@gmail.com
into the main room where the retreat was being held, |
stopped in the ladies room to pray. | asked God to allow me to Treasurer
be the light in their darkness, and just then the lights went Susanne Hanna
out. They roared with laughter. | told them | found myselfin a susiejdt@gmail.com
dark room and laughed! | told God, “Okay | get the message - |
don’t need electricity to be a light; | need the Holy Spirit” We Chaplain
are the light when we bring God'’s love into any situation. We Deacon Marty Lee

served the meal and were able to share God’s love, look them
in the eye, and tell them they are precious in God’s sight. They
sang to us; they lifted us up and gave us a beautiful card they
had all signed. We will share that card at the May meeting.

Continued on Page 9...

Mission: Catholic Daughters of the Americas strives to embrace the
principle of faith working through love in the promotion of justice,
equality, and the advancement of human rights and
human dignity for all.
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Cirele of Fose Committeey and) Chains, June 2024 - Yay 2026

Adoration: Laura Saenz
Advent Wreath Making Event: Michelle Lee
Baby Bottle Boomerang and Respect Life Sunday:
Laura Balderrama-Contreras

Janice Almeida

Sharon Mecke

Sr. Kathleen Higgins
Nancy Roberts

Sandra Butler, Joan Wylie
Lucia Ruiz

Barbara Vogt

Janice Almedia,

Kathy Hassenger

TBA

Suzelle Yanes

Heidi Abshire, Peggy Pillar,
Sharon Mecke

TBA

Kathy Hannig, Alma Hilburn

Basket Extravaganza:
Bereavement:
Donations:

Blessings in a Backpack:
Bunco Party:

CDA Apparel:

Circle of Love:

Easter Egg Project:

Epiphany Party:
Father’s Day:
Fundraising:

Funerals/Ceremonies:
Hospitality:

Memorial Cards:

Monday Night Rosary:

Monthly and Urgent Prayer Requests:
Newsletter:

Newsletter Proofreader:

Priest Appreciation:

Rosary/Necklace Committee:

Ginger Vlieger
Mary Jo Perley
Nancy Roberts

Donna Oates
Debbie Clayton
TBA

Lisa Reeh,
Debbie Simnacher

Jeanette Lane

Barbara Vogt, Paula Beaton,
Suzelle Yanes

Diane Beaton

Barbara Walz

Janice Almeida, Susanne Henslee
Alma Hilburn

Marti DeLaGarza, Barbara Vogt,
Cecilia Drennan

Long Range Planning Committee: Barbara Vogt,
Judy Gleason, Sharon Mecke, Peggy Pillar

Scholarships:
Senior Ministries:

Sunshine Lady:

Vet Furniture Project:
Website:

Women’s Shelter:
Welcome Committee:

Mﬁﬁ jﬂ ﬁ_[ L5/oam Spread Candlesticks Aﬁ I j 4y ﬁﬁﬁﬁ

33 oz. cans Spam Spread
2 T Chopped pimiento
1T Prepared mustard
Dash Tabasco
Parsley

XXXXXXXXX
¥ C. Well-drained pickle relish
33 0z.cans Spam Spread
Pickles

For pimiento candles, mix the three cans Spam Spread with the chopped
pimiento, prepared mustard, and the dash of Tabasco. Pack into a tapered
glass lined with cheesecloth. Chill thoroughly. Unmold onto parsley and

decorate with pimiento pieces.

For pickle candles, mix the well-drained pickle relish with three cans of Spam
Spread. Mold as directed above. Decorate with pickle.

Submitted by Donna Oates
I found this yellowed recipe card in an old recipe box | inherited from my parents. It
is written in my father’s handwriting. | never remember having these as a child, but |
couldn’t resist printing “candles” in a newsletter with a light theme!
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Cinele of Love

By definition, a circle is a curved line ‘ é ‘ The seven points of the program,
with every point equal distance from W ’,v" Leadership, Legislation, Quality of Life,
the point to the center and bound ’ ‘ Spiritual Enhancement, Youth/JCDA,
together by a common interest. The Education, and Family, indicate the needs of
seven point program of the *Circle of . the Church and community best served by
Love is bound together by the \ the Catholic Daughters.

common interest - love.

Prayer Requests. Please send your prayer requests to Nancy Roberts, nancyrobertsll@aol.com. If you are
interested in forming a rosary prayer group, let Nancy know. She will help you with the details.

bl

Vet Furniture Project. Contact Barbara Walz at barbwalz@gvtc.com or 210-355-3394 to donate. Items
needed are small furniture, jewelry, bingo items, and all household items.

Adoration. Catholic daughters have the honor of participating in Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on
Wednesday afternoons from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. To sign up, please follow this link:
www.signupgenius.com/go/8050545A5A92EA20-adoration.

Quality of Life.
ANGEL GIFT BASKET PROJECT

If you would like to recycle your Christmas cards, please turn in the front of the card (as long as no one has written
onit) to Barbara Vogt. She will use these for the gift tags for next year’s Angel Gift Basket project.

COOKIES FOR CARE CHOICE BINGO

Catholic daughters have been asked to supply five-dozen cookies (store bought or homemade) for Bingo once a
month at Care Choice Nursing Home. Bingo is held the third Friday of each month at 2:30 p.m., and the cookies need
to be there by 2:00 p.m. Dates are now open for providing cookies! A new Sign Up Genius is on the CDA Website.
ADOPT A RESIDENT AT RIVERVIEW (By Suzelle Yanes)

Adopt a Resident at Riverview Nursing Home has been going very well. | appreciate all the CDA ladies coming to
assist with all the activities. We continue to play Bingo. Please contact Suzelle Yanes at sdyanesl@hotmail.com if
you are interested in helping.

T Monday Night Rosary. CDA daughters are invited to sign up to lead the rosary after each Monday night Mass.

-+ —+—+—+

Follow this link to add your name to the list: www.signupgenius.com/go/8050545A5A92EA20-monday. Please
contact Mary Jo Perley at perleymj@gmail.com or 830-388-1744 if you have questions or need a script for
therosary.

Memorial Cards. CDA sold 10 memorial cards in the amount of $40.00 in March and 21 memorial cards in the
amount of $73.00 in April. If you are in need of any cards or have any questions, please contact Ginger Vlieger
at gingervlieger@gvtc.com or 210-219-1522.

victims of domestic violence along with their children and pets. We collect personal hygiene items at our
monthly meetings for use by shelter guests. We also collect and donate items to be sold at their thrift shop,
Fabulous Finds, located on School Street. Their website, kcwstexas.org, has contact information, services
provided, and the shelter wish list.

T Women's Shelter. Kendall County Women's Shelter provides residential and non-residential support to
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Cewnt 112690 Daughtev ef the OMenthy

Regent Janice
Almeida presents
December Daughter
ofthe Month Ruth
McLane with her
certificate at the
March meeting. Ruth
is honored for her
dedication and
persistence that
allowed us to update
our court’s Standing
Rules.

Cathelic Daughters ef the Menth 2025

. v i 4 4

Dec (2024): Ruth McLane
Jan: Gloria Villegas
Feb: TBA
Mar: TBA
Apr: TBA
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Regent Janice Almeida writes,

I had the honor of serving with Elvie as a fellow
officer during the Panel 2022-2024. | saw her
serve with grace and humility. She was always
there when we needed her, and | knew | could
always count on her no matter what the task.
I'am proud to call her friend and am so blessed
she is part of my life. She is that light we talk
about in this issue - her light is steady, strong,
and loving. May we all learn from her example.

My name is Elvie V. Wild. | was born and raised
in the Philippines. In 1971, my two younger
siblings and | emigrated to America to be with
our dad and his wife and our other siblings. | was going on my 3™ year in college when | left
the country. | studied nursing, hoping to follow in my parents’ footsteps (both parents were
nurses), but | realized | am not meant to be a nurse. | could not handle being around sick
children because it broke my heart to see them in pain. | worked various clerical jobs until a
friend offered me job in accounting. | was a bookkeeper for over 25 years and also spent 19
years as a travel agent, which | loved.

I met my husband Dave through friends, and two years later we got married (45 years last
March). We moved to Boerne in June of 2005 from California after my husband retired as
an Elevator Mechanic. My husband and | love to travel.

My maternal grandfather influenced me with my faith. He was a man of few words buta
loving, kind human being. He made sure that at 6 pm every night, everyone was home to
say the rosary.

We have been parishioners at St Peter’s since we relocated here in Texas. | volunteered in a
few ministries — Faith Formation, VBS for a few years, and with Altar Care since 2019. |
went to a Ministry Fair in 2019 and talked to Diane Beaton about CDA, and she encouraged
me to attend the meeting to check it out. | am so glad that | did and thankful to Diane for
encouraging me. In 2022, my grandson Dylan had a very bad car accident. It was a very
difficult time for our family. | called the church and talked to Judy Gleason to ask for
prayers to give us hope and courage, and she put Dylan’s name on the schedule for Mass
intentions right away, and Dorothy organized a 24-hour community rosary for him. Without
the love and support of the Catholic Daughters and St Peter’s, it would have been hard to
overcome that tragedy. The Wild family is forever grateful. My grandson Dylan is thriving
and believes that miracles do happen. | am so blessed to be a part of this awesome
ministry and meet wonderful women.




‘We Welceme News- Nembery

0< 6 W Keila has lived in
Boerne for 22

years and has been a parishioner of St.
Peter’s for 20 years. Keila enjoys reading,
singing, and helping others. Keila joined our
court through member Dana Gallegos. Keila
has a wonderful sense of humor. She notes
that while she enjoys singing, it may be more
of a “joyful noise,” and when asked what she
would like others to know about her, she

¥

writes, “l am a ray of sunshine!” From Left: Keila Garza, Regent Janice Almeida,
Danielle Long (with honorary member Bailee),
and Pattie Jetter.

(mem £W Danielle was welcomed as a new member at the

CDA March meeting.

@Qm W/ Patty and her husband, Nelson, have lived in Boerne for nine

years and came here to follow their grandchildren. They came

to Boerne from Yoakum, where they raised their three children.
Patty is retired after a 40-year career in emergency room nursing. Her current hobbies are
RVing, hiking, volunteering , and spending time with family. Patty decided to join CDA in
order to network with other Catholic Christian women and for the volunteer opportunities.



Reree Macaluse

Renee and her husband, Joseph, have been
married for 52 years and have been
parishioners of St. Peter’s for 19 years.
Joseph is very active in the community and
is serving his sixth year on the Boerne City
Council. Renee was trained as a medical
technologist but retired to stay home and
raise their children. They have three grown
daughters and five grandchildren, with one
on the way in October. They also have a pet
Boxer who is about to get a new lab puppy to
train! Renee enjoys baking and gardening New members Renee Macaluso, Il{lelis;a Butler, and
and also does water aerobics at the Cythla Pergz at the March Meeting with Regent
Janice Almeida.

Benedictine Sisters’ pool. She was brought
to our court by Yolanda Doddato, who invited her to the March meeting. Renee joined at
that meeting and has since attended the 10-year celebration of the formation of CDA at St.

Peter’s and helped stuff Easter eggs for the church Easter egg hunt. Renee hopes to be
involved in other activities and meet more members.
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Melissa and her husband, Burke, have lived in Fair Oaks
%ﬂ&m (BMW/ Ranch for 13 ¥z years and have been parishioners since
moving to the area. Melissa and Burke have been married
for 25 years and have two children, Walter and Maggie, who attend college at the
University of Arkansas. Melissa works as a physical therapist, currently at North Central
Baptist Hospital. She usually attends the Life Teen Mass on Sundays and helps out as a

Lead Eucharistic Minister. She looks forward to joining the community of women in
Catholic Daughters of the Americas.

. Cynthia is married to Miguel, and they have been
(:%"’W @M parishioners of St. Peter’s for seven years. Cynthia works

outside the hope part-time and also enjoys helping others,
hiking, fishing, and spending time with her family. She was brought to CDA by members
Dana Gallegos, Gloria Villegas, and Regent Janice Almeida. She writes that she is excited
to learn and grow in this amazing ministry!



On Remembrance: Pepe Tranciy

By CDA Daughter Donna Oates

Pope Francis was born in Argentina on
December 17,1936, to a working class
family. His father, an immigrant from Italy,
worked the railroads, and his mother was
an Italian housewife. They named him
Jorge Mario Bergoglio, and he was the
eldest of four children. The man who
would become Pope Francis had two
brothers and two sisters; his sister Maria
Elena is his only sibling still alive.

When he was 22 years of age, Jorge was
ordained a priest after joining the
novitiate of the Jesuits. Four years later
he made his perpetual vows in the
Society of Jesus and was elected Jesuit provincial for Argentina. In 1992 Fr.
Bergoglio became auxiliary bishop of the Buenos Aires archdiocese; six years
later, he became archbishop. St. John Paul Il named Archbishop Bergoglio a
cardinalin 2001. He was known to be humble, modest, and kind and had a
special connection to the poor.

After the resignation of Benedict XVI, on March 13, 2013, at the age of 76,
Bergoglio was elected the first Jesuit and the first Latin American pope and took
the name Francis.

In his Angelus prayer reflections on March 22, 2020, Pope Francis wrote,

Each one of us is called to receive the divine light in order to manifest it
with our whole life.... Saint Paul reminds us of this today: “Live as
children of light; for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness,
righteousness and truth” (Eph 5:8-9).

Information for this article taken from the following websites:

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/resources/190581/pope-francis-
%7C-biography

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/angelus/2020/documents/p
apa-francesco_angelus 20200322.html







































